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stretching across Irag and Syria to the

Mediterranean
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Suleimani took command of the Quds Force
fifteen years ago, and in that time he has
sought to reshape the Middle East in Iran’s
favor, working as a power broker and as a
military force: assassinating rivals, arming
allies, and, for most of a decade, directing a
network of militant groups that killed

hundreds of Americans in Iraq
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y | The It was a catastrophic fight, but for Iran it By Dexter Filkins
Shadow was the beginning of a three-decade project September 23, 2013
Commander | to build a Shiite sphere of influence,
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Suleimani is the single most powerful
operative in the Middle East today,” John
Maguire, a former C.1.A. officer in Iraq,

” told me, “and no one’s ever heard of him
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The Supreme Leader, who usually reserves
his highest praise for fallen soldiers, has
referred to Suleimani as “a living martyr of

the revolution”.
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Meir Dagan, the former head of Mossad,
told me. “He is what I call politically clever.
He has a relationship with everyone.”
Officials describe him as a believer in Islam

and in the revolution
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§ senior Iraqi official told me, “he is a very

shrewd, frighteningly intelligent strategist”.
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A In a recent speech before the Assembly of
Experts—the clerics who choose the
Supreme Leader—he spoke about Syria in
fiercely determined language. “We do not
pay attention to the propaganda of the
enemy, because Syria is the front line of the
resistance and this reality is undeniable,’” he
said. “We have a duty to defend Muslims
because they are under pressure and
oppression.” Suleimani was fighting the
same war, against the same foes, that he’d
been fighting his entire life; for him, it
seemed, the compromises of statecraft could
not compare with the paradise of the
battlefield. “We will support Syria to the

end,” he said
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The Killing
of Qassem
Suleimani
Is
Tantamount
to an Act of
War

the leader of Iran’s élite Quds Force and the
mastermind of its military operations across
the Middle East
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Sl Gy ol 3

“The people of the region will no longer

allow Americans to stay,” it said.
b oISl oS 5l deal g o3l Ko adlaia 03 50"

T

“The US just killed Iran’s Patton,” lan
Bremmer, the president of the Eurasia
Group, tweeted shortly after the Pentagon
issued its statement. Silliman said that
Suleimani led a “huge and largely
successful strategic advance by Iran through

Iraq and Syria and Lebanon”.
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Qassem Suleimani, control the policy for
Iran with respect to Irag, Lebanon, Gaza

and Afghanistan.” Suleimani’s point,

Robin Wright
January 3, 2020
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Petraeus told me, was that the Americans

had to deal with him—everywhere
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The reaction in Washington played out
largely along party lines. Senator Tom
Cotton, a Republican of Arkansas and
staunch Trump supporter and military
veteran, tweeted that Suleimani “got what
he richly deserved, and all those American
soldiers who died by his hand also got what
they deserved: justice.” But top Democrats
warned of the fallout—and future cost in
American lives. The House Speaker, Nancy
Pelosi, of California, said that the
assassination “risks provoking further
dangerous escalation of violence.
America—and the world—cannot afford to
have tensions escalate to the point of no
return.” She and other Democrats charged
that Trump attacked a high-level Iranian
official without congressional authorization
for the use of military force. Tom Udall, a
Democrat from New Mexico and a member
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
warned, “Such a reckless escalation of
hostilities is likely a violation of Congress’s
war-making authority—as well as our
basing agreement with Irag—putting U.S.

forces and citizens in danger and very
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possibly sinking us into another disastrous
war in the Middle East that the American
people are not asking for and do not
support”.
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The
Dangers
Posed by
the Killing
of Qassem

Suleimani

One thing is clear: we’re entering a
dangerous period, in which the conflict
between the two countries could easily spin

out of control
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“ explosively formed penetrator,” or E.F.P.

o] 0S5 55

U.S. officials from previous
Administrations have said that Suleimani
did not live as a well-guarded recluse like
Osama bin Laden, in Pakistan, and the
military could have killed him; but the U.S.
decided that it was not worth provoking a
large-scale retaliation. “Suleimani was
lucky,”” Meir Dagan, the former head of
Mossad, the Israeli intelligence agency,
once told me. “It’s important to be lucky.”

(Dagan died in 2016.)
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By Dexter Filkins

January 3, 2020
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Maguire is one of the few Americans ever
to come to face to face with Suleimani.
They met in Baghdad, in 2004, when Iraqi
politicians were trying to broker a
rapprochement between the U.S. and Iran.
“He had a command presence,” Maguire
said. “He walked into the room and you

could feel him”.
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By pulling out of the Iranian nuclear accord
and imposing crippling sanctions on the
country, Trump’s advisers have wagered
that they can bring the regime down. By
killing Suleimani, the Administration has

taken the fight directly to its leadership
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