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How a perilous US rescue mission in Iran
nearly went off course

By Phil Stewart, ldrees Ali and Humeyra Pamuk — — —
LIS

April 6, 2026 12:34 AM GMT+3:30 - Updated 9 hours ago

Animage released on April 5, 2026, and obtained from social media appears to show wreckage of an American aircraft and a helicopter rotor
in Isfahan, Iran, which forensic imagery analyst William Goodhind said is consistent with a U.S. MC-130J er HC-130), amid the U S -Israeli
conflict with Iran. Secial Media/via REUTERS/File Photo Purchase Licensing Rights [
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Trump Is Putting America’s
Weaknesses on Display

What China can learn about the limits of American military capacity

By Phillips Payson O’Brien

APRIL &, 2026, & AM ET
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World Europe USnews Americas Asia Australia Middle East Africa Inequality Global development

US-Israel war on Iran
Despite propaganda coup of F-15 crew
rescue, downing is reminder to US that
Iran can fight back
Dan Sabbagh
in Jerusalem

Donald Trump will claim rescue as a triumph but 48-hour
drama should be a caution against launching ground
operation

® Middle East crisis - live updates

Sun 5 Apr 2026 17.32 CEST

< Share

3 Wreckage of a C-130J Hercules, from imagery released on Sunday by Iranian media. Photograph:
Anadolu/Getty Images
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RESPONSIBLE STATECRAFT

MILITARY INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX WASHINGTON POLITICS

MEDIA

GLOBAL CRISES REGIONS +

Planes and pilots down: Is US
prepared for real conventional

war?

We were told we had total air superiority and that Iran's

military is '"decimated.’ Suddenly that isn't the case and things

have gotten much more complicated.

ANALYSIS | QIOSK
Qiosk »

ADAM WEINSTEIN
APR 03, 2026

Responsible Statecraft :aue
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